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FEDERAL OFFICIALS PREPARE TO PROTECT VOTING RIGHTS

(SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS) With Tuesday's General Election right around the corner, Federal
officials are gearing up to protect the voting rights of the citizens of the Western District of
Texas.

"Election fraud seriously undermines our democratic system of government," stated
United States Attorney Bill Blagg.  "Those responsible for committing such violations will not be
treated lightly, but rather, will be dealt with in a swift and justified manner," he added.

With those thoughts in mind, Blagg has designated Assistant United States Attorney Ray
Jahn to be the District Election Officer and in charge of the special elections unit in the San
Antonio Division.

Jahn’s appointment was made pursuant to a nationwide law enforcement program
announced by the United States Department of Justice on Nov. 2, 1994. This federal law
enforcement program has been in existence since 1976. It's purposes are to protect voting rights
and to prosecute election crime, thereby securing public confidence in the integrity of the election
processes through the country.  The special elections unit is part of a nationwide law enforcement
program implemented every election cycle to monitor election activities and to receive and
investigate citizen complaints of any illegal activity such as vote suppression and voter
intimidation.  The unit will consist of special agents with the Federal Bureau of Investigation
along with personnel from the United States Attorney's Office.

Blagg noted that it is illegal to intimidate or bribe voters, forge ballots, alter vote tallies,
or coerce votes of the poor, the elderly and the illiterate.  The law also protects voters' rights to
mark their ballot in private and to be assisted by a person of their choice, if they so choose.

"Detecting voter fraud and intimidation depends in large part on the watchfulness and
cooperation of all Americans," stated Blagg.  "Anyone who sees evidence of election fraud
should contact either the United States Attorney's Office at (210) 384-7150 or the F.B.I. at (210)
225-6741," stated Blagg.
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